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East Arnhem is a unique location
that offers an extraordinary mix
of natural beauty and strong
traditions of the Yolŋu people who
have lived in the region for over
60,000 years.
There are a number of noteworthy attributes
which make East Arnhem a competitive location
for the global Space Industry. Not least the
long history associated with Rio Tinto’s mining
operations has seen investment in a level and
scale of infrastructure not normally found in other
comparatively remote locations. East Arnhem is
now looking to the future. There are many exciting
new industries aspiring to call the region home.
This includes what might be Australia’s first
commercial space launch facility – the Arnhem
Space Centre.

ARNHEM SPACE CENTRE

ALYANGULA

For nearly 50 years Nhulunbuy and surrounding
region (population 14,000) has enjoyed a strong
economy created by the establishment and
continued operation of a bauxite mine, now
operated by Rio Tinto. Whilst refining operations
are in curtailment, in 2018 12.5m1 tonnes of
bauxite were mined for export to international and
Australian domestic customers. This has helped to
establish a strong and agile local work force, more
than 200 local businesses and remains supported
by all the infrastructure necessary to operate a
large scale mine.
Nhulunbuy is a regional hub offering all the services
and benefits of a regional outback town whilst
maintaining specific benefits for the space industry
including a remote location, quiet airspace and very
low population density.
What to know more? – read on!
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Rio Tinto Gove Operations 2018 Performance
Summary https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3zAsqUQjc&feature=youtu.be
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DEVELOPING EAST
ARNHEM LIMITED
Developing East Arnhem Limited
Developing East Arnhem Limited (DEAL) is an
independent, not-for-profit economic development
organisation established in November 2014. Our
mission is to drive economic development in East
Arnhem to promote the resilience of the region and
opportunity for its people.
DEAL’s long-term vision for East Arnhem is a
resilient regional economy, with Nhulunbuy as a
sustainable regional centre and Yolngu as partners
and leaders in economic life.
In pursuit of our mission and vision, we:
•

Lead collaboration across the region, as trusted
partners to businesses, governments and
traditional owners

•

Unlock creative opportunities for development,
guided by evidence

•

Are a front door for investment in East Arnhem,
and independent advocates for the region

There are a number of key growth sectors which
are being supported by DEAL, and this includes
advocacy for new investment and infrastructure
support to enable these new opportunities. DEAL
has already been instrumental in securing key
infrastructure investment across the region. This
includes the proposed Arnhem Space Centre, who’s
establishment in the East Arnhem region continues
to be strongly supported and facilitated by DEAL.

Snapshot: Key Growth Sectors
Continued mining sector production
and support services

Tourism, hospitality and arts

Agriculture, fishing, forestry and
related business

Transport, aviation and logistics

Human services, education and
health care
Emerging commercial space launch
and aerospace industry
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Supporting the Australia Space
Industry - Arnhem Space Centre
Equatorial Launch Australia (ELA), in
partnership with local traditional owners,
proposes to construct, develop and manage a
multi-user, commercial space launch centre
on the Dhupuma Plateau near Nhulunbuy,
Northern Territory. This will in time establish
the Arnhem Space Centre as the first
commercial equatorial launch facility in
Australia and the southern hemisphere.

Why East Arnhem?
DEAL recognises the unique opportunity the ASC
offers to both support economic diversity across
the East Arnhem region and promote Australia as
a competitor in the global space industry. There is
capacity to support other space industry sectors
to the region and planning is underway to secure
investment in enabling infrastructure to support
this growth.

Ground station monitoring
and telecommunications

The project benefits from the unique position
of East Arnhem being a remote location that
is well supported by existing infrastructure
and services. This includes the capacity to
support new and innovative industries to
the region. ELA is well advanced in terms
of gaining key approvals for space launch
facility. In May 2019, ELA announced that
the ASC has been selected by NASA as the
launch site for a sounding rocket missions in
mid-2020. This is a highly significant mission
with ASC being the first commercial space
launch site selected by NASA.
The investment in the Arnhem Space Centre
and commitment from NASA for launches
demonstrates a high level of confidence in
East Arnhem as a destination for the space
industry in Australia. It also shows the strong
level of collaboration between DEAL and
other government agencies to support highly
innovative projects of this nature in the region.
The Arnhem Space Centre will provide the
space industry, service providers and end
customers access to cost effective suborbital launch capabilities. The ultimate goal
is to launch government and commercial
launch vehicles and payloads to Low Earth
Orbit (LEO), Geostationary Transfer Orbit
(GTO) and beyond.

Access to commercial launch
services for a range of scientific
and commercial applications
Aerospace vehicle research and
testing including remote UAV /
aviation operations
Future Opportunities include:
The Arnhem Space Centre will be a catalyst to
secure new investment and infrastructure funding
for the region. East Arnhem and the major service
centre of Nhulunbuy are uniquely positioned with
natural geographic advantages to support the
growth of the global Space Industry. Advantages of
our region include:
•

Proximity to the Equator: Providing additional
velocity for equatorial orbits and therefore
higher mass to orbit for an equivalent space
launch from higher latitudes. ASC would be
the only equatorial space launch facility in the
southern hemisphere.
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Stable political climate: Ensuring security and
consistency in licencing and governmental
regulations.

A focus on our key strengths

•

Established community offering access to a
range of accommodation and services.

•

Unpopulated area downrange suitable
for overflight and supporting relatively
straightforward licencing of a space launch
site and safe operations, supporting a simpler
licencing and operational planning regime for
launch.

Life is good in East Arnhem. It offers
a great location to visit, live, work and
raise a family. It is a place to learn about
the Australian outback, abundant natural habitat
and be part of active Aboriginal communities and
traditions.

•

•

Existing logistics connections (road, air and
sea) supporting transportation of space launch
vehicles and supporting systems to site.

•

Continued support from DEAL, the Northern
Territory Government and other agencies for
project facilitation, infrastructure investment,
capacity development and economic growth
opportunities.

•

Local skilled population to support development
and operation of new projects.

•

Remote location serviced by schedule airline
services with direction connection to airports
with international services.

•

Minimal to no impact on national and
international aviation and maritime trade,
particularly along the eastern seaboard

•

Opportunity to designate:
–– Dark Skies enabling ground-based night sky
observations
–– Quiet Skies enabling space launches and
other aircraft to operate within segmented
airspace with reduced risk to commercial
flight paths.
–– RF quiet zones (Low Interference
Skies) allowing clear ground base
telecommunications.
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Community Spirit

Close to the shores of Arafura Sea and Wirrawuy
Beach, Nhulunbuy is the business and services
hub for the East Arnhem region. But more than
this, when visiting Nhulunbuy you will experience a
strong and welcoming community that is proud of
their town and past achievements.
There are also great community facilities, including
a swimming pool, sports clubs, playing fields and
even surf living saving club, accompanied with a
full calendar of events, including the internationally
renowned Garma Festival held annually at the
Gulkula site.

Local Services
Nhulunbuy is a truly self-sufficient
town with all the expected services.
This includes a supermarket, several
restaurants and service providers. As a regional
hub, there is representation from various Northern
Territory and Australian Government agencies
present in the town and available to support local
and regional initiatives.
Be reassured that all healthcare needs can
addressed. The local Gove Hospital is a level 3
facility and includes an A&E and 30 bed acute care
ward. It is further supported by the Royal Darwin
Hospital with telemedicine links and airlift services.
There is also a range of accommodation options
available locally. This includes several motels with
services and facilities. For larger workforce and
crew accommodation, a range of options exist to
provide camp style accommodation along with
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catering and support services. Longer term rental
accommodation is also available with additional
support provided to encourage those looking to start
a new business to relocate to the region.
Whether visiting Nhulunbuy for a short visit or
extended stay – you can find most things you will
need for your trip in town.

Supply Chain and Logistics
Efficient access and logistics are vital to
any business or operation. Nhulunbuy is
supported by a diverse and efficient supply
chain and logistics network that can provide global
access with air, road and sea options available.
Air: Frequent commercial services from both
Darwin and Cairns to Gove Airport, means
that international visitors can quickly transit
to Nhulunbuy in around 1 hour and 30 minutes.
Local general aviation includes charters services
for the direct transfer of VIPs, urgent deliveries
or general air support logistics. A 2,200m runway
offers possibilities for UAV, horizontal launch and
other capabilities.
Sea: Deep water port access means that a
range of vessel sizes are capable of visiting
Gove Port. Currently set up for bulky goods
export, a RO-RO wharf is available with planning
underway to create a new common user wharf and
separate tourism precinct. There are several of
marine logistics agents present in the region with
access to a range of vessels and equipment. The port
provides vital logistics chains for the space industry.
Road: The main road access to the region
is the 710km long Central Arnhem Road.
Although large sections are unsealed it is in
good condition and with recently committed $225
million funding allocation this road will continue to
improve. Local Nhulunbuy based freight logistics
and haulage firms provide regular and efficient door
to door delivery services from Darwin and other
locations to support the space industry.

Communications
Communications is vital to the
development of the space industry and
the region is serviced by the Arnhem Fibre
Network providing broadband telecommunication
services. Presently providing a typical speed of
45Mbps, planning is underway to improve this
service and improve the reliability and diversity of
the network. This includes investigations to provide
redundancy in the event of a line failure.

Highly skilled Workforce
There is a very talented and diverse
range of skill available within the local
workforce. This has been borne from the
long-term involvement with large scale resource
operations which have equally large infrastructure,
machinery and workforce requirements. Coupled
with remote area working, this has contributed
to a local workforce familiar in dealing with
large projects and the associated challenging
requirements.
There are a range of locally available construction
trades including industry qualified teams across
building, civil and other technical trades. All the
local Aboriginal Corporations offer a range of
construction, civil and mixed works services.
This includes a concrete batch plant, block
manufacturing facility and timber mill located a
short distance from town.
There are also available important environmental,
rehabilitation and land management services
provided by local Aboriginal organisations. With
unique knowledge and training they can provide
detailed insight and guidance on land care across
the region.

SPAC E C A PA B IL IT Y P R O F IL E | E A ST A R NHEM

Local Education and Training
The region is supported by a range
of schools, vocational training and
university supported research and
training schemes. There are four schools in
Nhulunbuy including the Nhulunbuy Primary
School, Nhulunbuy High School, Nhulunbuy
Christian College and Nhulunbuy Pre-School in
addition to local child care services.
The Aboriginal Corporations offer on the job,
vocational training and certification. This is
further supported by a range of self-initiated and
government funded programs design to build upon
the skills of the Yolngu people to ensure that they
can fully participate and contribute to the local
labour market.
Examples of continued university research and
teaching include the Northern Territory Medical
Program which provides training to Flinders
University and James Cook University students.
This program has established teaching sites
at hospitals in Alice Springs, Katherine and
Nhulunbuy supported from Royal Darwin Hospital.

7

WE ARE
HERE TO
HELP
DEAL can be found in the centre of town at Level 1, 8
Franklyn Street, Nhulunbuy or can be contacted on
+61 (8) 8987 0558 or
ea@developingeastarnhem.com.au.
We are located right next door is the Northern
Territory Government Departments of the Chief
Minister and Trade Business and Innovation, who
are strongly committed to supporting economic
development in the regions.
The DEAL team is very well connected and resourced
to assist you to setup your business in East Arnhem
and can facilitate a range of introductions to
government, local business and support groups.
DEAL would like to hear from the industry regarding
the growth of new industries and business activities
in East Arnhem. For a confidential conversation,
DEAL CEO Jordy Bowman can be contacted on:
Jordy Bowman
CEO@developingeastarnhem.com.au
+61 (8) 8987 0558

Contact Us
Phone: 08 8987 0558
Email: ea@developingeastarnhem.com.au
Web: www.developingeastarnhem.com.au
Facebook: www.facebook.com/DevelopingEastArnhemLimited
PO Box: 1436 Nhulunbuy NT 0881 Australia

