
EAST ARNHEM TOURISM 

2019 PRIORITIES 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this document is to capture and clarify the critical strategic priorities of the East 
Arnhem tourism providers and other stakeholders in relation to tourism industry development. The 
aim is to provide an easy reference tool to assist in messaging for advocacy and discussions with 
governments and other stakeholders, as well as understanding where the important work that a range 
of organisations are undertaking fits into these strategic priorities.  

These priorities and the development of the tourism industry in East Arnhem is based on the following 
core principles: 

• Respect and acknowledge that East Arnhem is Aboriginal land and the continued development 
of the tourism industry must be in partnership with traditional owners and communities; 

• Sustainable training and employment for Yolŋu is critical and will contribute greatly to regional 
development and East Arnhem’s unique tourism product 

• The tourism industry is a focus area for economic diversification in East Arnhem and it is 
critical that government, stakeholders and providers work collaboratively to achieve the best 
outcomes for the region.  

 
OUR PRIORITIES 

Workforce development 

Goal: Ensuring that East Arnhem tourism operators have access to a pool of appropriately qualified 
and trained Yolŋu workforce to support the delivery of tourism product 

Related 2019 activities: 

• Tourism operators working with CDP and other providers to map employment opportunities and 
skills requirements to support development of tourism guiding training and employment 
pathways 

• Exploring funding options such as Aboriginal Workforce Grants, Aboriginal Responsive Skilling 
Grants and others funding sources where required for training outside of that which can be 
provided by CDP providers 

Attraction, promotion and accessibility  

Goal: East Arnhem is well represented in Northern Territory tourism promotion, is supporting its own 
promotion through regionally led initiatives and has accessible, online information to support 
increased visitation 

Related 2019 activities: 

• Ensure strong regional input to the TourismNT regional destination plan development process 
• Advocate for greater exposure through TourismNT and Top End Tourism and at trade shows both 

domestically and internationally 



• Support the employment of a dedicated tourism development position for East Arnhem to 
support product development and growth, regional branding, and partnerships with providers 

• Explore opportunities for regionally led marketing and advertising of East Arnhem tourism product 
• Increase accessibility of information for self-visitation through work by NLC and ranger groups on 

permits, Ecotone study and updating EALTA website, ensuring cohesion between these systems 
• Leverage Fishing the Wild release through complementary marketing and product offerings 
• Support EALTA to ensure it is a functioning peak body for tourism providers and can advocate 

effectively on their behalf 

Supporting soft and hard infrastructure 

Goal:  The East Arnhem tourism industry is clear on what it needs to support its development and 
access funding, traditional owners are well supported to engage in tourism where they wish, and the 
needs of the tourism industry are clearly communicated and embedded in infrastructure investment.  

Related 2019 activities:  

• Working with traditional landowners to identify interest in tourism development on their lands 
• Support the development of the Arts Trail/East Arnhem Galley Wings 
• Understanding Central Arnhem Road visitor experience infrastructure requirements through 

Ecotone study, to support funding bids and feed into Central Arnhem Road investment strategy 
• Advocacy on enabling infrastructure including Central Arnhem Road upgrades and airline 

accessibility, including further work on cost of air services and the development of regional 
packages to support visitor attraction 

• Development of a tourism precinct on Melville Bay to support cruise ship visitation and better 
visitor experience around the port 

THE BIGGER PICTURE 

The goals and activities outlined in this document reflect specific projects that are underway and able 
to be delivered in 2019. These feed more broadly into the ongoing strategic work to ensure: 

• Product development, including investor/partner attraction for product and accommodation 
development, is fostered and advocated for; 

• Existing providers and their growth is supported;  
• A strong understanding of roles, responsibilities and projects underway in the tourism space in 

East Arnhem to ensure collaboration and cohesion; and  
• The region is developing a clear consolidated tourism infrastructure priority list that will support 

product and destinations. 


